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wanted me to make special request for the arrest, not only
of 0. but the different editors, who, he thought, should be
punished. I did not incline to that view. 0. .had surrepti-
tiously obtained information and sold to editors. The
President remarked that he thought an example of Osborn
might answer without a squabble with the editors. Both
he and Stanton dwelt on the disinclination of General Dix
to have a fight with newspapers.

An investigation as to the true condition of matters
with Judge Wylie in the Baker and Gwin case was directed.
The President suggested a difference in this and arrests
under the military department.

I have had much difficulty in regard to the Dictator and
the Puritan. The large balance due falls heavily on the
contractors, who claim they are losing interest at the rate
of about two hundred and fifty dollars per day. It is very
hard that they should thus suffer, but the law for their re-
lief is very bungling in its phraseology. I have delayed ac-
tion, and consulted with several. Admiral Smith, Fox, and
Faxon advise payment. Lenthall objects. I requested
Senator Grimes to examine the papers and the law yester-
day, and had intended to associate Mr. Rice with him, so
as to have an opinion from the Chairman of each naval
committee; but Rice had gone to Boston. Grimes advised
payment, so I ordered half a million to be paid towards the
Puritan, but none to the Dictator until we had a more satis-
factory and full report.

December 24, Saturday. Called on the President to com-
mute the punishment of a person condemned to be hung.
He at once assented. Is always disposed to mitigate pun-
ishment, and to grant favors. Sometimes this is a weak-
ness. As a matter of duty and friendship I mentioned to
him the case of Laura Jones, a young lady who was resid-
ing in Richmond and there engaged to be married but
came up three years ago to attend her sick mother and had
been unable to pass through the lines and return. I briefly